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ARIEL EL 


Of the Holy Trinity, 

* IR qX& IRST we teach and believe, with one Conſent, according to 
mY PIR the Concilium Nicenum ; T hat there 1s one only Divine 
Pb. zl To cing, Which 1s named, and truly 15, Gon. Yet in this 
v NS one Divine Being there are Three Perſons, equal in Power, 

wah and co-cternal, God the Father, God the Son, God the 
Holy Ghoſt : All Three one Divine Being ; which 1s eternal, without 
Parts, without End, of unmenſe Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; 
Maker and Preſerver, of all Things, both viſible and inviſible. By the 
Word Per/on 1s not underſtood a P ece, nor one Property exiſting in 
another, but one who ſubſiſts by himſeif ; which Word 1s uſed of the 
Fathers in the fame Way and Meaning. 

Theretore, we reject all Hereticks teaching the Contrary, as the 
Manichei, which taught that there are two Gods, the One as the Author 
of all what is Good, and the other the Offspring of all Evil. Item. We 
reject theYalenutineans, Arriens, Eunomians, Mat ometiſts,and all that hold 
ro their Errors, as the Samo/ateni old and new ones, ſuppoſing that there 
15 but one Perſon, making of the Word, and the Ghoſt, ſophiſtical 
Perverſions, ſaying, that theſe 'two, are not two Perſons, but that 
mentioning J//erd, did only ſignify a bodily Word, or Voice, and that 
the Holy Ghoſt was but a created Motion in the Creatures. 
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Of the Original Sin, 


It is taught amongſt us, that ſince the Fall of Adam, all Men naturally 
ingendered, are conceived and born in Sin, that is, they from the very 
Womb, are full of evil Luſts and Inclinations ; and have by Nature, 
no true Fear of God, nor true Faith in God ; neither can they have : 
Allo this innate Diſeaſe or Original Sin, 1s truly Sin, and condemns 
under God's eternal Wrath, all ſuch who are not born again througa Water 
and the Holy Ghoſt. Therefore we reject the Error of the Pelageans, 
another Sect holding, that Original Sin is no Sin, making thereby Nature 
pious by natural Power, to the Reproach of the Suircrings and Merit 


of Chriſt. 
a"R. TECHIE, NIH. 
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We allo teacn, that God tlie Son became Man worn of tne Pure V Un 
Mary : And that the two Natures, the Divine and Human in one Perlon, 
being inſeparably united, are one Chrilt, who 1s true God and Man, 


Who was One _ Rr Ioy was gn 1 Ih nn mn TE to the 


41] other Ges” and 2 P! We T7 ( 3 OC] 's Wr 

[tem. I hat the fame Chrilt, Weſecnded into: Hell, and on the toird 
Day truly aroſe from the Nead ; and aſcended into Fieaver, fitting at 
the right Hand of God, that he may reign for ever over all Creatures, 
and govern thein ; taat he through the Holy Ghoſt, may ſanctity, 
who bcheve on him ; and ervis them 


purity, ſtrengthen and comfort al 

Lite, and imparts to them mar, fold Gifts and cood Thwmeos, Prof 

and defending them againſt the Devil and Sin : Alſo thot the ſame Lond 

j<!us Chriſt "will at Jait come openly o judge the Quick and the Dead, 
oy , l { Va 3-2}/ | 

according to the Apoſtles. (Sym. . ioſt. 
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Of Tuſlification by Faith. 
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neſs before God through our Merit, Work or Sat.staction ; but that we 


tor Chriſt's Sake, through Faith, whereby we believe, that Chriſt hath 
fuffered for us, and that for his Sake, Sin 1s forgiven us, and Righteoul- 
neſs and eternal Life, beſtowed upon us ; for it is this Faith, which 
God will account and impute for Rightcouſneſs before him, as Pau! 
lays, Rom. uw, and ver. 4. 


K-44. L823; 
Of the Miniſters of the Goſpel, or of the Preaching of the Goſpel, 


For the attaining of ſuch Faith, God hath inſtituted the Office of a 
Preacher ; hath given the Goſpel and the Sacraments, whereby as through 
Means, he gives the holy Spirit : Which Goſpel teaches, that we through 
the Merit of Chriſt, not through our own Merit, have a propitious 
God, if fo be, that we believe it. Therefore are _ the Anabaptiſts 
and others, who teach, that we obtain the holy Spirit, without the 


external Word of the Goſpel, by 2ur own Preparation, Thoughts and 
Works. 


RERELCLA MD 


We allo teach, that we cannot attain Forgivneſs of Sins and Richtcoul- 


obtain Pardon of Sins, and are made righteous bctore God, out of Grace 


— 
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Of 520d Works followins Faith: 


Ve ivrtaer teacn, th2t even ſuci Faith ſhall bring forth good Fruits, 
ant good Works ; and that a Man muſt do all Kinds of good Works, 
winch God hath commanded, for God's Sake ; but muſt not truſt in 
T—_ Works, to merit Grace before God thereby ; for we receive For- 


owneſs of Sins and Rignteouſn {s, through Faith in Chriſt ; as Chriſt 
nf f {peaks, IPhen ve have Do all. Tay w2 ar + unprefitable Servants. 
Ambroſe avs, that the Fathers teach, Efoſo hath determined, that 


waotoever buiizvett in Chrilt, ſhall be ſaved 3; and not through Works, 
DUE only trough Faith, without Merit, hath the Forgtvnelſs of Sins. 


AR TICL E Vil: 
Of tre Chriſtian Church. 


We alſo teacn, that there 1s, and at all Times muſt remain, a noly 


Chriiiin Ciiirch, which 15 _ OY of all Believers : in which the 
Golpel 5. reacned purel) , and the holy Sa craments adminitred agreeably 
to the Gofpi . tor this is enough rowards true Unity of the Chriſtian 
Churches, that tazy De unanimous in hearing, in preaching the Golne! 
according to its pure Senire, and admin: {tring the SACT WEE accordins 
to the Word of God ; nor is it neceſſa ry to true Union, Chriſta 

Churches, that every anos uniform Ceremonies, which are : eſtabliſhed 
by Men, ſhould bs heli, as OF ar 7" FO p12. iv. One D9a) ', -ONe WIL 
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AS Ns are called, {MN C016 Hop: «f V0 cal, Ing : 'OFE {07 3, ONE Faith, ONE 


Baptiſm. 
So dt Port 1.54EAELER: 


In the Church are gocd and vad Ones emonyg/t one another, 


! - 


Ttem. Although the Chriſtian-Church, 1s prope rly nothing elje, but 
the Aſſembly of all Rchevers and Saints, yet fince in this Life many fatte 
Chriſtians, and Hypocrites ; yea open Sinners, remain amidit the Godly, 
the Sacraments are notwithſtanding valid, although the Prieſts by whom 
they are adminiſtred, be not pious, as Chriſt himſelf has intimated, The 
Phariſees /it in Moſes Seat, &c, The Donatijts theretore, and all who 
hold otherwiſe, are rejected. 


ARTIC/LE. 1A; 
Of the holy Baptiſm. ; 


Concernin zBaptiſm, we teach,/that it is neceſſary ; and that through it, 


Grace is offered, That Children alſo ought to be baptized, who throu gh 


ſuch 


== 


ſuch Baptiſm, are delivered unto God, and become pleaſing to him: 
Therefore we reject the Anaveptiſts, teaching, that the Baptiſm of Infants 
is unbecoming. 


KI KCEEE A; 


Of the Lord's Supper. 


|| Concerning the Lord's Supper, we teach thus, that the true Body and 
Blood of Chriſt are really preſent in the \Lord's Supper, with th- viſible 
Bread and Wine ; and are there imparted and received : T heretore we 
alſo rejeft the contrary Dottrine; 


R-A1I1CLENAL 


Of Confeſſion, or Abſolution, 


| Of Confeſſion and Abſolution, we teach, that- private Abſolution 
ſhould be kept up in the Church, and not let drop. Although in Con- 
;eſſion, there 1s no Neceſlity to recount all Viſdeeds and Sins, ſince this is 


| allo impoſſible. P/al. xix. Who can tell how oft he offendeth © 
ARTICLES 


Of Repentance, 


Concerning Repentance, 1t 1s taught, that thoſe who have ſinned after 
Baptiſm, when they come to Repentance, may obtain Remiſſion of Sin, 
and Abſo!ution ſhall not be retuſed them by the Church, when they do 
repent. Now true and right Kepentance 1s properly. Sorrow and Griet, 
or to be 1n Terror on Account of Sin ; and yet, on the other, Hand, to 
believe in the Goſpel and Abſolution, that Sin 1s forgiven, and Grace 
purchaſed, through Jeſus Chriſt ; which Faith, does again comtort and 
| pacify the Heart. Afterwards, Amendment ſhould allo tollow, and that 
[ a Man leave off from Sin ,, for this ſhould be the Fruits of Repentance, 
; F as 7ohn ſays, Mat. m. Bring forth Fruits meet fcr Repentance, 

| Here they are oppoſed and rejeted, who teach, that thole who,have 
once been pious, . cannot any more fall : Alſo are rejected the Novatiani, 
| who denied Abſolution to ſuch who had ſinned after Baptiſm. 

ltem. They are rejected, who do not teach, that one obtains Remil- 
ſion of Sin through Faith, but through our making Compenſation. 
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Of the Uſe of the Sacraments, 
We teach of the Uſe of the Sacraments, that they were inſtituted, 
not only to be Marks, whereby Chrifttians may outwardly be known, 
PUT 


[$59 


but that they are Marks and Teſtimonies of the Divine Will towards us, 
to the awakening and ſtenthening of our Faith thereby. Wherefore 
they allo require Faith, and are then rightly uſed, when one” receives 
them in Faith, and by them ſtrengthens his Faith. 


a KK 31 CLE AV: 


Of the Church Government, or Regulations, 


Concerning Church Government, we teach; that without a lawful Call. 
no one ſhall publickly teach or preach, or adminiſter the Sacraments. 


Ak T ICE E XV. 


Of the Church Orainances made by Men. 


We teach thereof, that thoſe ſhould be kept, which can be kept with- 
out Sin, and which ſerve unto. Peace and good Order in the Church, 
as certain. Holidays, Feſtivals, and the like ; but we inſtruct at the ſame 
Time, that the Conſcience muſt not be burdened therewith, as if ſuch 
Things were neceſſary to Salvation. For touching this, it is taught, 
that all Ordinances and Traditions made by-Men. to that End, to recon- 
cile God, and merit Grace tlicreby, are contrary to the Goſpel, and to 
the Doctrine of Faith in Chriſt ; ſuch as- the Promiſes in the Cloiſters, 
and other Inſtitutions of the Difference. of Mears, and Jays, &c. in 
Hopes of purchaſing Grace thereby, ard to fatisfy for Sin, are unbe 
coming (unnecellary, and againit the (50{pel. 


AK EEE AV: 
Of Civil Goverrment. 


Concerning the State and ſecular Government, we teach, that all Ma- 
eiſtracy in the World, and ſettled Governments, Laws, and gooG Order, 
were created and inſtituted by God ; and that Chriftians may, without 
Sin,-bear-the Office of Rulers, Princes and Judges ; and may, agreeable 
to imperial Statutes in uſe, decide Caſes, and pronounce Judgment, may 
puniſh evil Doers with the Sword, carry on juſt Wars and Fights. Allo, 
Chriſtians may buy and ſell, take an impoſed Oath, have Pollzſſions, 
live in holy Wedlock, &c. Here is rejected, the Opinion of the Anatapt:ſts, 
teaching, that none of the above mentioned Things are conſiſting with 
the Characters of a Chriſtian. Alſo we reje&t, that Notion of Chriſtian 
Perfection of them which ſay, that bodily. leaving of Houſe and Home, 
Wife and Children, ard diveſling ones ſelf of the torementioned Parti- 
culars, 1s. the Chiiſtian Perfection. To which we Anſwer, this alone 1s 


the right PerfeCtion, the true Fear of God, and true Faith in God ; for. 


the Goſpel doth not incultate an outward and temporal, but an inward and 
eternal 


Ye 


eternal Situation, (Being) and Righteouſneſs of the Heart ; and does 
not overturn ſecular Rule and Government, nor Viarriage : But requires 
hat we account all this as the real Ordinance of God, and in tuch States, 
each according to his Vocation, ſhew iorth Chriſti:na Charity, and rioht 
J00d W orks. Therefore it is the Puty of Ch .nttans, tobe 1ubJect to 
the Magiſtracy, and obedient to its Commancs, In every I hing that 
can be done without Sin ; {or if indeed the Magiitrate's Command can- 
not be done without Sin, one mult obey God rather than Man, Az7s iv. 


ET TCTEE AVI. 
Of the loſt Tudoment. 


We aiſo teach, that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt will at the Ilaft Day come to 
Judgment, and will raiie up all the Dead. To the Elect, and to Be- 
lievers, he wul give eternal Life, andeverlaſting Joy : But wicked Men, 
and Devils, he will condenin to Hell, and everlaſting Puniſhment. 
Therefore are. rejected, the Anabaptits, holding, that the Devils and 
damned Ven, ſha!l not have etcrnal Pain and Anguiſh. - Allo we reject 
thoſe Judaicel DoEtrines, (railing alſo now) that Lefore the Reſurrection 
of the Deac, the Saints and Godly, ſhall have a worldly Kingdom, and 
ſhall ext! Date all the U: \ZOGUly. 
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Of jree Will. 


Concerning free Will, it is taught, that Man has in ſome Meaſure, a 
ſree Will, to ive honeſt outwardiy, and to chuſe thoſe Things, which 
Reaſon comprehencs, But without Grace, Help, and Operation of the 
ho!y Ads Var 1s nct able to be pleaſing to God, heartily to tear God, 
to fOve UF tO velieve in him, or to Caſt away out of the Heart, the innate 
evil I.uſts ; but fuch ] hings are eſiccted. through the noly Spirit, which 
1s EY i rough Gud's V, iord : For Paul lays, 1 Cor. 1. The natural 
Man receiceth 1.0t the T bigs of the Spirit of God. And that it may be 
KINO N, Nat NCFCL1 We teach BOING new, tacle are ciear WordGs of the 
t© FEmEr toned FE atucr Avg, 11{ 1g nulike. Look HI. Weacknowlecge, 
that there is in all Men a free W:l , for tney a.inhave a natural imp lane 1 
Unceril n ding and Reaſon : Not tiut they are able to tranſact : ny 1 ing 
with Go p as [rom the | art to luve GoG, and to fear kim ; but only 
13 cxiernal W 01ks of. this Life, they have Liberty to chuſe Goo4 or Bad. 
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Or 1.0t, 0 Eat, tO UIMK, tO. £9 to a Fricnd, or not, to Bu Gn Or put 


1 4 ($3 __ wilt AT NE” RD. 

GA (+. rment, to build, to take a Wife, to follow a Trade, and to do 

LUC 11 ze | 6 Ngs, Waicn are profititie and Good : All which, how £ver 
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1$ Nut, neither ſublitts without God, but Gl is from him ard through 
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ham. On the other Hand, Man can alſo, out of his own Choice, enterprize 
ſomething bad; as ta kneel down beforean Idol, to commit Murder, Cc. 


AN i1C4E. XI. 


Of ihe Cauſe of Sin, 


Concerning the Cauſe of Sin, it is taught among us, that although 
Gol Almighty crcated and upholds all Nature z yet the perverſe Will 
doth work Sin in all who are wicked, and Contemners of God ; ſuch as 
1s the Will of the Devil, and of all the Ungodly, who, as God with- 
drew his Hand, turned himſelf from Good unto Evil, as Chriſt ſpeaks, 
John vi. The Devil, when he ſpeaks a Lye, ſpeaks of his own. 


AR 11 THE AA 


Faith and good Works, further explained. 


In the Jatter of theſe we are falſly blamed, that we forbid them ; for 
in our Writings ofthe Ten Commandments, and others, we demonſtrate, 
that we give needful and ſufficient Inſtructions and Exhortations of right 
good Works, whereof in old Times little has been taught. 

But they did rather work and force in a childiſh Manner, in all their 
Sermons, upon unneceſlary Works, vide. Reſarys Service of the Saints 
to become a Monk, Pilgrimage, &c. Of ſuch Trifles our Antagoniſts 
don't boaſt ſo much now, as ſome Time paſt ; yea they have learnt to 
ſpeak of Faith, whereof they did not preach nothing at all in Time paſt, 

But now they teach, that we are juſtified before God through Works 


" not alone, but Joining Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, to it, ſaying, Faith and 


Works juſtify us before God, Which Saying, can bring more Comfort 
than when Dependence on Works 1s taught. 

Now, foraſmuch as the Doctrine of Faith, which 1s the chief Point in 
Chriſtianity, had for ſo long a Time not been inſiſted upon, (which can- 


not be denied, but the Doctrine of good Works hath been preached 


every where, our Preachers hath given the following Explanation abour it. 
Firſt, That our Works are not able to reconcile us with God, and 
purchaſe Grace. _ But this is effefted only through Faith, when one 
believes, that our Sins are forgiven us for Chriſt's Sake, who alone is the 
Mediator to reconcile us to God. W hoever now {uppoſes, that he can, 
by Works, accompliſh this, and merit Grace, he deſpifes Chriſt, and 
ſeeks a Way of his own to God, contrary to the Goſpel. This Doctrine 
of Faith is openly and clearly treated of by Paul, in divers Places ;  par- 
ticularly in Epb. ti. By Grace wwe are /aved, &c. And that herein no 
new Senſe 1s introduced, may be demonſtrated out of Arugufiine, who 
treats of this Point diligently ; and teaches, that we, through Faithin Chrilt, 


obtain Grace, and are juſtified before God, and not through W orks, 
ÞB as 


[10] 


as the ancient Treatiſe de Spiritus 1 & Litera, ſhews throughout, Now 

although this DoEtrine is much deſpiſed by People, who have experienced 
no inward Trial ; yet it is found, that to poor and frighted Conlciences, 

it is very comfortable and wholeſome : For the Conſcience cannot come 
to reſt and Peace through Works, but only through Faith, when it 
certainly concludes within itfe]f, that for Chrilt*s Sake it hath a gracious 
God, as Paul ſays, Rom.'v. Being juſtified by Faith, we have Peace 
with God. This comfort has in former Times not been inculcated in 
Preaching ; but the poor Conſciences were put upon their own. Works : 
And various Works were undertaken. For ſome were driven by Con- 
cience into Cloiſters, in hopes of purchaſing Grace there, by a Monaſtic 
Life ; others have invented other Works, whereby . to merit Grace and 
ſatisfy for Sin, Many of theſe have experienced, that thereby a Man 
arrives not at Peace : Therefore it became neceſſary to preach this 
Dottrine of Faith. in Chriſt, and diligently to purſue it, that Men might 
know, that only through Faith, without Merit, we lay hold on God's 
(Grrace. Here we make Diſtinction, and don't ſpeak of that Faith or 
Knowledge which even. the Devils and Wicked may have, which alſo 
velieve the Hiſtory, that Chriſt ſuffered, and raiſed from the Dead ; but 
we ſpeak of that true Faith which believes, that we through Chriſt, do- 
obtain Grace and the Forgiveneſs of Sin ; and he, who knows that through 
Chriſt he has agracions God, calls not upon him, and 1s without God, is hike 
the Heathen-: For the Devil and the Wicked do not believe this Article, 
the Forgiveneſs of- Sin; and therefore they are at Enmity with God, 
cannot call - upon: him, nor. hope any Good from him : Wherefore, 
according to this, if the Scripture ſpeaks of Faith, calls not by that 
Name ſuch a Knowledge as the Devil and Wicked Men have; For con- 
cerning Faith it 4s thus taught, Heb. xi; That Faith 1s, not only to know 
the Hiſtories, . but. to. have a Confidence towards God of receiving his 
Promiſe. And: Auguftinus alſo puts us in Mind, that we are to under- 
ſtand Faith in the Scripture Meaning, ſo much as Confidence towards 
God, that he 1s gracious unto us, and not ſach Knowledge only of the 
Hiſtories as the Devils alſo have, Further it 1s taught, that good Works 
ſhall and muſt be done ; not that one ſhould truſt in them to merit Grace 
thereby, but for God*s Sake, and to the Praiſe of God ; yet Faith doth 
always alone lay hold of Grace and-Forgiveneis of Sin. And ſince through 
Faith the Holy Ghoſt is - given, thus alſo the Heart is made fit to do 
good Works ; for before that it 1s ſo long without the holy Spirit, it is 
too weak ; and beſides, it 1s in the Power of the Devil, who compels 
poor human Nature to many Sins ; as we ſee of the Philoſophers, who 
undertook to live honeſtly 'and unblamably, yet have not accompliſhed 
it, but- have fallen into many great and open Sins. So it goes with that 
Man who is without the - true Faith, and without the holy Spirit, and 


governs himſelf by his own human Powers alone. 
| T herctore 
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Therefore the Dottrine of Faith is not to be reproached, as if it did 
forbid good Works, but rather to be recommended, for that it teaches 
to do good Works, and offers help whereby one may obtain to good 
Works : For without Faith, and without Chriſt, the human Nature and 
Ability is by far too weak to do good Works ; as to call upon God, to 
have Patience in Sufferings, to love one's Neighbour, diligently to diſ- 
charge Offices intruſted to us, to be obedient, to avoid evil Luſts. Such 
high and right Works cannot be done without the Help of Chriſt, as he 
tumielf ſpeaks, Zohn vi. Without me you can do nothing, &c. 


AR &4 E—XX1. 


Concerning the Worſhip of Saints. 


Our People teachthus, that we ought to think of, or on Saints, in order 
to ſtrengthen our Faith, when we ſee how Grace was ſhewn unto them, 
and how they were helped through Faith, that ſo we may take Example 
from their good Works, each according to his Calling- For Inſtance, 
your Imperial Majeſty may well take the Example of King David to 
follow him in fighting, againſt the Turk ; for you ſtand in the ſame Office 
to prote&t your Subjects : But it cannot be proved by Scripture, that 
a Man ſhall call upon the Saints, or ſeek help from them ; for there is 
but one only Atoner and Mediator appointed between God and Man, 
Teſus Chriſt. 1 Tim. 1. Who 1s the Saviour, the only High Prieſt, the 
Mercy Seat, and Interceſlor with God, Rom. viii. And he alone has 
promiſed, that he will hear our Prayer, This alſo 1s the nigheſt Worſhip, 
according to the Scripture, that a Man from the Heart ſeek to and call 
upon this ſame Jeſus Chriſt, in all Needs and Concerns, It any Man fin, 
1 John ii. we have an Agvocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the 
Righteous. | 

[ Conclu/ion of the foregoing XXI ARTICLES. 

This is pretty near the Whole of the Doctrine which we teach and 

reach in our Churches, to inſtru and comfort the Conſciences, and to 

edify the Faithful, ſince we would not chuſe to bring our Souls and Bo- 

dies into the higheſt and greateſt Danger before God, by abuſing and 

prophaning the Name or Word of God ; or to carry to our Children, 

a Do&trine not conformable to the pure or ſound Word of God, and the 
Chriſtian Truth, as an Inheritance. 

And whereas our Doctrine is grounded clearly on the Word of God 
yea, it is not againſt the Catholick, and even the Roman Church, (as 
it can be evidenced by the Writings of the Fathers.) We preſume, that 
- our Antagoniſts have no Reaſon at all to quarrel with us about the above- 
mentioned XXI Articles. Therefore, - we think, that thoſe holding us 
as Separatiſts and Hereticks, a&t, and do entirely, unkindly, impudently, 
and againſt all Chriſtian Unity and Love, whica allo reject and ſeparate 
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us without any Reaſon of the Word of God. For, the Diſſenſion and 
Queſtion is principally about ſome Traditions and Abules, 

W hereas now no Unreaſonableneſs, or Want in our Doctrine, can be 
found in the fundamental Articles ; and theſe our Confeſſions, are godly 
and Chriſtian? The Biſhops ought to: uſe more Mildnels, altho* there 
is ſome Want of the Fradztions amongſt us, tho' we hope to be able to 
give convincing Reaſons for, why amongl{t us, ſome Traditions and: 
Abuſes are abrogated. 

/ 
Of ARTICLES, wheren there are Diſſenjions, end cf the 
Abuſes which are abrogated, 


6. Boi 


W hereas now 1m our Churches, nothing 1s taught contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures, or the Catholick Chriſtian Church, but only fome Abuſes 
are altered, which ſucceſſively of itſelf did creep in, and are partly eftabli- 
ſhed by Violence : Therefore, it- will be neceſſary, to give allo an Ac- 
count of them ; and to give Reaſons why they have undergone an Alte- 
ration, to ſhew your Imperial Majeſty, that there has been nothing done 
by us impudently, or in an.unchriſtian Manner ; but that we are, by the 
Word of God, (which is to be eſteemed higher than all Cuſtoms or Tra- 
ditions) forced to procure ſach Alterations. ] 


ARTICLE  AXIL. 


Of the two Kinds of Sacraments. 


'Jnto Laymen we diſtribute the Sacrament under the two Kinds, by 
Reaſon of its being an expreſs (clear) Precept, or Command, of Chriſt fo 
todo; Mat. xxvi. 27, Drink ye all of it. Here Chriſt commands that 
they ſhall drink all of the Cup. And to prevent, that No-Body may 
tempt to explain theſe Words in a wrong Senſe, as it the Cup did belong 
to the Prieſt only, the Apoſtle Pau! ſhews, r Cer. x1. that the whole 
Church at Corznih, did receive the Sacrament under both Kinds : And 
this Cuſtom did remain along Time in the Church, which can be prov'd 
by the Hiſtory and Writings of the Fathers. Cyprianus mentions in ſeve- 
ral Places, that in his Time the Cup hath been given to the Laymen, 
Alſo Hieronymus ſays, that the Pricſts gave the Blood of Chriſt unto the 
People. In the ſame Manner commands the Pope Gela/ius, notto fepa- 
rate the Sacrament. And by all theſe, there is no Canon found, :ntimating 
to receive only one Kind of the Sacrament. Likewiſe, no body knows 
at what Time, and by whom this Cuſtom (to receive only one Kind) 
1s introduced ; tho” the Cardinal mentions at what Time it was appro- 
ved of being abrogated. Now it appears clearly, that all ſuch Cuſtoms, 
introduced 
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introduced againſt the Word of God, and the old Cannons. It was there- 
fore not allowed to burden, force, or trouble the Conſciences of fuch 
that deſired to receive the Sacrament, according to Chriſt's-Inſtitution, 
but to refuſe it to them contrary to Chriſt's Ordinance. And fince the 


Separation of the Sacraments is contrary to Chriſt's Ordinance, we alſy, 


made an End to the cuſtomary Proceſſions with the Sacraments. 


IEC TLE X&NT. 
Of the Marriage of the Prieſts. 


There hath been univerſal Complaints of all Men, of low and high 
Extraction inthe World, againſt the great Unchaſtneſs and Diſſoluteneſs 
vt the Prieits, which had not the Gift of Continence ; and ſuch abomi- 
nable Crimes cid riſe up to-the highett Degree : Now, to prevent ſuch 
great and manifold abominable Scandals, Adultery, and other Unchaſtneſs, 
{ome of our Prieſts did marry ;- giving this Reaſon for it, that they have 
been obliged, and neceſſitated, by.the ſtrong urging of their Conſciences, 
ſince the Scripture teaches, that- Matrimony 1s ordained by God, to 
prevent Unchaſtneſs, as Paul ſays, To prevent Fornication, let every one 
have his own Wife. Item. 1! is better to marry, than to burn. And ag 
Chriſt ſaith, they don't all comprehend the Word ; wherewith Chriſt 
intimates, (who knew well; what Man is) that there are but few having 
the Gift of Continence, For God created one Man and one Woman, 
Gene/is 1. Now, whether 1t is in the Power of Man, withoyt an eſpecial 
Grace of God, through our ownUndertaking and Promile, to alter, change, 
or make the Creatures of the moft high God better, it 1s evidenced by 
Experience too clear, For, what- good, honeſt, chaſte Lite, what 
Chriſtian and honeft Converſation did follow fuch Undertakings by many ? 
W hat abominable and terrible Noiſe, and what grievous 'T orment upon 
their dying Hour, many felt in their Conſcience, . tis evident, and many 
did confeſs themſelves, There fore, ſince the Word andCommand of God, 
may not be altered by Laws and Promiſes of Men, the Prieſts, and other 
Clergymen inConſideration, of this, and many otherCauſes, were married, 


We can alſo demonſtrate by the Hiſtory- and Writs of the Fathers, 
that the Prieſts and Deacons have been married in old Times, -1 Tim. 11, 
A Biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the Huſband of one Wife, We know, 


that in Germany, firſt 400 Years, the Prieſts have been forced to this 
Promiſe of Continence, and violently divorced, which all and every one 
reſiſted ſo ſtrongly and hot, that an Archbiſhop of Merz, proclaiming 
this new Command of the Pope, was almoſt killed by a Mob of the 
whole Clergy : Which Interdi&t was undertaken in ſuch a haſty and 
impudent Manner, that the Pope at that Time ' not only forbid the 
future Marriages of the Prieſt, but even he diyorced- the Matrimomes 


which 
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as the ancient Treatiſe de Spiritus 1 £# Litera, ſhews throughout, Now 
although this DoCtrine is much deſpiſed by People, who have experienced 
no inward Trial ; yet it is found, that to poor and frighted Conſciences, 

it 1s very comfortable and who! eſome : : For the Conſcience cannot come 
to reſt and Peace through Works, but only through Faith, when | 

certainly concludes within itſelf, that for Chrilt*s Sake it hath a gracious 
God, as Paul ſays, Rom. v. Being juſtified by Faith, we have Pence 
with God. This comfort has in former Times not been inculcated in 
Preaching ; but the poor Conſciences were put upon their own Works : 

And various Works were undertaken. For ſome were driven by Con- 
cience into Cloiſters, in hopes of purchaſing Grace there, by a Monaſtic 
Life ; others have invented other Works, whereby . to merit Grace and 
ſatisfy for Sin, Many of theſe have experienced, that thereby a Man 
arrives not at Peace : Therefore it became neceſſary to preach this 
Dottrine of Faith. in Chriſt, and diligently to purſue it, that Men might 
know, that only through Faith, without Merit, we lay hold on God's 
(Trace. Here we make Diſtinction, and don't ſpeak of that Faith or 
Knowledge which even. the Devils and Wicked may have, which alſo 


velieve the Hiſtory, that Chriſt ſuffered; and raiſed from the Dead ; but 


we ſpeak of that true Faith which believes, that we through Chriſt, do- 


obtain Grace and the Forgiveneſs of Sin ; and he, who knows that through 
Chriſt he has agracions God, calls not upon him, and 1s without God, 1s ike 
the Heathen-: For the Devil and the Wicked do not believe this Article, 
the Forgiveneſs of- Sin; and therefore they are at Enmity with God, 
cannot call ' upon him, nor hope any Good from him : Wherefore, 
according to this, if the Scripture ſpeaks of Faith, calls not by that 
Name ſuch a Knowledge as the Devil and Wicked Men have; For con - 
cerning Faith 1t 4s thus taught, Heb. xi; That Faith 1s, not only to know 
the Hiſtories, . but to have a Confidence towards God of receiving his 
Promiſe. And Auguſftinus alſo puts us in Ming, that we are to under- 
ſtand Faith in the Scripture Meaning, ſo much as Confidence towards 
God, that he is gracious unto us, and not fach Knowledge only of the 
Hiſtories as the Devils allo have, Further it is taught, that good Works 
ſhall and muſt be done ; not that one ſhould truſt in them to merit Grace 
thereby, but for God's Sake, and to the Praiſe of God ; yet Faith doth 
always alone lay hold of Grace and Forgiveneis of Sin. And ſince through 
Faith the Holy Ghoſt is given, thus alſo the Heart is made fit to do 
good Works ; for before that it 1s ſo long without the holy Spirit, it is 
too weak ; and beſides, it is in the Power of the Devil, who compels 
poor human Nature to many Sins ; as we ſee of the Philoſophers, who 
undertook to live honeſtly 'and unblamably, yet have not accompliſhed 
it, but- have fallen into many great and open Sins. So it goes with that 
Man who is without the - true Faith, and without the holy Spirit, and 


governs himſelf by ts own human Powers alone. 
Therctore 
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is. 


Therefore the Doctrine of Faith is not to be reproached, as if it did 
forbid good Works, but rather to be recommended, for that it teaches 
to do good Works, and offers help whereby one may obtain to good 
Works : For without Faith, and without Chriſt, the human Nature and 
Ability 1s by far too weak to do good Works ; as to call upon God, to 
have Patience in Sufferings, to love one's Neighbour, diligently to diſ- 
charge Offices intruſted to us, to be obedient, to avoid evil Luſts. Such 
nigh and right Works cannot be done without the Help of Chriſt, as he 
tumielt ſpeaks, John vi. Without me you can do nothing, &c. 


ARIJI CLE XXL 


Concerning the Worſhip of Saints. 


Our People teachthus, that we ought to think of, or on Saints, in order 
to ſtrengthen our Faith, when we ſee how Grace was ſhewn unto them, 
and how they were helped through Faith, that ſo we may take Example 
from their good Works, each according to his Calling- For Inſtance, 
your Imperial Majeſty may well take the Example of King David to 
follow him in fighting againſt the Turk ; for you ſtand in the ſame Office 
to protect your Subjects : But it cannot be proved by Scripture, that 
a Man ſhall call upon the Saints, or ſeek help from them ; for there is 
but one only Atoner and Mediator appointed between God and Man, 
Teſus Chriſt. 1 Tim. ui. Who 1s the Saviour, the only High Prieſt, the 
Mercy Seat, and Interceflor with God, Rom, vii. And he alone has 
promiſed, that he will hear our Prayer, This alſo is the higheſt Worſhip, 
according to the Scripture, that a Man from the Heart ſeek to and call 
upon this ſame Jeſus Chriſt, in all Needs and Concerns, If any Man in, 
1 Yohn ii. we have an Advocate with th? Father, Feſus Chriſt the 
Righteous. | | 

[ Concluſion of the foregoing XXI ARTICLES. 

This 1s pretty near the W hole of the Doctrine which we teach and 

reach in our Churches, to inſtru&t and comfort the Conſciences, and :to 

edify the Faithful, ſince we would not chuſe to bring our Souls and Bo- 

dies into the higheſt and greateſt Danger before God, by abuſing and 

prophaning the Name or Word of God ; or to carry to our Children, 

2 Dotrine not conformable to the pure or found Word of God, and the 
Chriſtian Truth, as an Inheritance. 

And whereas our Doctrine is grounded clearly on the Word of God ; 
yea, it is not againſt the Catholick, and even the Roman Church, (as 
ir can be evidenced by the Writings of the Fathers.) We preſume, that 

- our Antagoniſts have no Reaſon at all to quarrel with us about the above- 
mentioned XXI Articles. Therefore, - we think, that thoſe holding us 
as Separatiſts and Hereticks, a&,'and do entirely, unkindly, impudently, 
and againſt all Chriſtian Unity and Love, whici allo reject and ſeparate 
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us without any Reaſon of the Word of God. For, the Diſſenſion and 
Queſtion is principally about ſome Traditions and Abules, 

W hereas now no Unreaſonableneſs, or Want in our Doftrine, can be 
found in the fundamental Articles ; and theſe our Confeſſions, are godly 
and Chriſtian? 'The Biſhops ought to: uſe more Mildneſs, altho* there 
is ſome Want of the Traditions amongſt us, tho' we hope to be able to 
give convincing Reaſons for, why amongſt us, ſome Traditions and: 
Abuſes are abrogated, 


Of ARTICLES, wherein there are Diſſen/ions, end of the 
Abuſes which are abrogated. 


Pi. a= ©: 


Whereas now-mn our Churches, nothing 1s taught contrary to the Holy 
Scriptures, or the Catholick Chriſtian Church, but only ſome Abulcs 
are altered, which ſucceſſively. of itſelf did creep in, and are partly eftabli- 
ſhed by Violence : Therefore, it- will be neceſſary, to give allo an Ac- 
count of them ; and to give Reaſons why they have undergone an Alte- 
ration, to ſhew your. Imperial Majeſty, that there has been nothing done 
by us impudentl]y, or in an.unchriſtian Manner ; but that we are, by the 
Word of God, (which 1s to be efteemed higher than all Cuſtoms or Tra- 
ditions) forced to procure ſuch Alterations. | 


AKK1CCHSE. AA: 


Of the two Kinds of Sacraments. 


Unto Laymen we diſtribute the Sacrament under the two Kinds, by 
Reaſon of its being an exprels (clear) Precept, or Command, of Chriſt fo 
todo; Mat. xxvi. 27, Drink ye all of it, Here Chriſt commands that 
they ſhall drink all of the Cup. And to prevent, that No-Body may 
tempt to explain theſe Words in a wrong Senſe, as it the Cup did belong 
to the Prieſt only, the Apoſtle P au! ſhews, x Cor. xi. that the whole 
Church at Corinth, did receive the Sacrament under both Kinds : And 
this Cuſtom did remain along Time in the Church, which can be prov*d 
by the Hiſtory and Writings of the Fathers. Cyprianus mentions in ſeve- 
ral Places, that in his Time the Cup hath been given to the Laymen. 
Alſo Hieranymus ſays, that the Pricſts gave the Blood of Chriſt unto the 
People. In the ſame Manner commands the Pope Gelafius, not to ſepa- 
rate the Sacrament. And by all theſe, there is no Canon found, :ntimating 
to receive only one Kind of the Sacrament. Likewiſe, no body knows 
at what Time, and by whom this Cuſtom (to receive only one Kind) 
1s introduced ; tho” the Cardinal mentions at what Time it was appro- 
ved of being abrogated. Now it appears clearly, that all ſuch Cuſtoms, 
introduced 
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introduced againſt the Word of God, and the old Cannons. It was there- 
fore not allowed to burden, force, or trouble the Conſciences of fuch 
that defired to receive the Sacrament, according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, 
but to refuſe it to them contrary to Chriſt's Ordinance. And fince the 
Separation of the Sacraments is contrary to Chriſt's Ordinance, we alſq, 
made an End to the cuſtomary Proceſſions with the Sacraments. 


SI I CLE: XEIT 
Of the Marriage of the Prieſts. 


Fhere hath been univerſal Complaints. of all Men, of low and hieh 
Extraction inthe World, againſt the great Unchaſtneſs and Diſſoluteneſs 
vt the Prieits, which had not the Gift of Continence ; and ſuch abomi- 
nable Crimes cid riſe up to-the highett Degree : Now, to prevent ſuch 
great and manifold abominable Scandals, Adultery, and other Unchaſtneſs, 
{ome of our Prieſts did marry ;- giving this Reaſon for it, that they have 
been obliged, and neceſſitated, by.the ſtrong urging of their Conſciences, 
ſince the Scripture teaches, that- Matrimony 1s ordained by God, to 
.prevent Unchaſtneſs, as Paul fays, To prevent Fornication, let every one 
have his own Wife. Item. It ts better to marry, than to burn. And ag 
Chriſt ſaith, they don't all comprehend the Word ; wherewith Chriſt 
intimates, (who knew well, what Man is) that there are but few having 
the Gift of Continence, For God created one Man and one Woman, 
Gene/is 1. Now, whether 1t-1s in the Power of Man, withoyt an eſpecial 
Grace of God, through our ownUndertaking and Promile, to alter, change, 
or make the Creatures of the moft high-God better, it 1s evidenced by 
Experience too clear, For, what. good, honeſt, chaſte Lite, what 
Chriſtian and honeft Converſation did follow fuch Undertakings by many ? 
W hat abominable and terrible Noiſe, and what grievous 'I orment upon 
their dying Hour, many felt in their Conſcience, tis evident, and many 
did confeſs themſelves. There fore, ſince theWord andCommand of God, 
may not be altered by Laws and Promiſes of Men, the Prieſts, and other 
Clergymen inConſideration, of this, and many otherCauſles, were married, 

We can alſo demonſtrate by the Hiſtory and Writs of the Fathers, 
that the Prieſts and Deacons have been married in old Times, -1-Tim, i. 
A Biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the Huſband of one Wife, We know, 
that in Germany, firſt 400 Years, the Prieſts have been forced to this 
Promiſe of Continence, and violently divorced, which all and every one 
reſiſted ſo ſtrongly and hot, that an Archbiſhop of Merz, proclaiming - 
this new Command of the Pope, was almoſt killed by a Mob of the 
whole Clergy : Which Interdi&t was undertaken in ſuch a haſty and 
impudent Manner, that the Pope at that Time : not only forbid the 


future Marriages of the Prieſt, but even he divorced: the Matnimomes 
| which. 
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which were already contrafted. Which is not only againſt all divine 
.and natural Laws, but alſo intirely againſt the Canons (made by Popes 
themſelves) and the moſt notable Concila. 

It hath been no leſs obſerved by many high, noted, pious, and pru- 
dent Men, that ſuch forced Celibacy, . and the bereaving of the matri- 
monial State (which by God is ordained and left -free by him) never 
produced any Good, but rather many great and heavy Vices, with much 
Badneſs. A certain Pope himſelf, wid. Pious 1. as his Hiſtory ſhews, 
hath had often Occaſion to ſay theſe Words. 

There may be ſome Reaſon, why the Matrimony 1s interciCted unto 
the Clergy ; but we have much higher, greater and 1mportanter Cauſes, 
to let them have, and -enjoy the Liberty to marry. This Pope, as 
a prudent and ſkilful Man, hathhad, without Doubt, great Reaſons to ſay 
fo. Therefore, we have the Confidence, with the greatcſt Subm:Mon to 
your Imperial Majeſty, as aChriſtian - and moſt glorious Emperor to 
conſider. moſt gracioully, . that in-theſe laſt Times, whereof the Scripture 
admoniſheth, : the World -grews from Time to Time worſe, and Man- 
kind more corrupted .and- weaker. 

It will be no leſs neceſſary, needful, and Chriſtian like, to make uſe of 
this Conſideration, that it Matrimony 1s forbidden, worle and more 
abominable Unchaſtneſs and Vices may increaſe in Germany : For no 
Body can by any Means alter, or ordain theſe 'I hings more wiſe and 
better than God himſelf, having inſtituted Matrimony to help human 
Frailty, and to avoid Unchaſtneſs . And this is alfo intimated by the old 
Canons, The Rigour of Ordinances muſt be indulged, by Reafon of 
human Weakneſs, and to prevent a greater Evil : And it will be very 
needful in-this Reſpect. For what harm can-the Matrimony of the Prieſts 
do to the'Catholick Church ; eſpecially the Paſtors, and them that 
officiate, It 1s probable, that there will be a Want of Prieſts and Miniſters, 
if this rigorous Command ſhould indure any longer. 

And whereas now, the Matrimony of the Prieſt 1s founded on the 
Command and Word of God; and that Hiſtory proves, that the Prieſts 
have .been . married, and the Promiſe oft Continence hath cauſed ſo many 
abominable andunchriſtian Scandals, Adultery, unheard;and deteſtable Un- 
chaſteneſs, and abominable Vices; which, even by the Canonicks and 
Courtezans at Rome hath been owned, and moſt lamentably reported ; 
that, by ſuch ſhocking and deteſtable Vices, the Anger of God muſt 
needs be provoked, It is conſequently to be lamented, that a Chriſtian 
Marriage is not only forbidden, but ſome undertook alſo to puniſh it as 
a heavy Trime. It is known, that the Matrimonial State is very much 
recommended in the Imperial Laws, and in all Empires wherever Laws 
have been eſtabliſhed ; except in our Times, it has begun to torment 
People innocently,” (only for Marriage Sake) and more eſpecially the 
Prieſts, who ought to be indulged before others. And this 1s not only 

committed 


ONS: 1 


committed againſt the Law of God, but alſo againſt the Canons. Paul, 
1 Tim, 1v. Calls the Doctrine forbidding Marriage, a Do#rrine of the 
Devils. Even Chriſt himſelf ſaith, John vin. The Devil 1s a Murderer 
from the Beginning , which agrees very well, that to forbid to marry, 
is a Doctrine of the Devils, more eſpecially, .if it 1s maintained with 
Bloodſhed. But, ſince no human Law can aboliſh the Command of 
(God, even ſo can no Promile or Vow alter the Word of God : And for 
this Reaſon, Cyprianus gives this Council, That the Women, not having 
the Gift of Continence, may marry: Epiſtle II. faying, If ' they wont 
keep Chaſtneſs, nor-can, it 1s better to marry, . than to fall by their Luſts 
into the Fire; and that they. ſhould be careful, to give no Scandal to the 
Brethren or Siſters: And . for all this, we obſerve in all the Canons, a 
great Indulgence and Condeſcenſion, towards them that have done a Vow 
in their Youth ; in which Age, the Prieſts and the Monks came, for the. 
moſt Part, by Ignorance, into ſuch a Stare. 


AR I' I C L E. XXIV. 


Of the Miſs, 


We are blamed without ar Cauſe, that we have abrogated the Maſs ; 
for it 15 manifeſt, that (without - praiſing . ourſelves) it is kept by us, 
with greater Devotion aud EFarneſtneils than by ovr Ancagoniſts, We 
alſo inſtruct the People, with the greateſt Deliger.ce, very often, about 
the holy Sacrament, to what Purpoſe 1: 1s inftituter, and how to uſe it ; 
namely, to comfort-the terrified Conicter:cos therewith, v tereby the Peg- 
ple are allured to the Sacraments and the Maſs. In the mean Time, we 
do give Inſtruction of the Hetorodox - Doctrine agamſt - the Sacrament, 
We know of no notable Alteration in the publick CEremG: ies of the 
Maſs made by us, except that, in ſome Places, High German Sor:zs are 
uſed to inſtruct and edify the People, which are ſung. by (or with) the 
LatinHymns ; fince all Ceremonies ſhould aim- this Scope, <{peciaily, that 
the People may know what is required by them of the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, 

But, ſince the.Maſs hath been abuſed in many Ways, as it 1s known 
that a yearly Market hath been made thereof, being fold and bought, 
and for the moſt Part, was kept in all Churches for the Sake of Money ; 
the Abuſe hath been reproved. very often betore our Times, by many 
learned and pious Men. 

Whereas now the Preachers amongſt us have preached upon 1t ; and 
the Prieſts are exhorted, with theſe terrify! ing Threatnings, which cer- 
tainly ſhould move every Chriſtian, that, whoſaever uſes the Sacrament 
unwortbily, 1s guilty of the Fleſh and Blood of Chriſt : Thereupon are ſuch 
Market Maſs, and Corner, (conveptical Maſs, which till now, by Vio- 
lence, far Money, and the Prebend's Sake, have been introduced) re- 

jected in our Churches, | Whereby 


BE 


Whereby is alſo reproved this moſt ſhocking Error, that Chriſt ſhould 
have only ſatisfied by his Death for the original Sin ; and that the Maſs 
was inſtituted for an Oblation for the Living and Dead, thereby to take 
away the Sin, and to reconcile God: And this cauſed the Quef- 
tion, Whether a Maſs kept for many, did merit ſo much as that kept 
for every one in particular ? And this was the Offspring of ſo many un- 
ſpeakable Multitudes of Maſs, 'that every one thought to get by ſuch a 
Worſhip all they wanted ; -and gave an Occaſion, that thereby the Faith 
in Chriſt, and true Worſhip, been was forgotten by it: 

Therefore, it has given Inſtruftion, -as Neceſſity did require 1t, without 
doubt, to know how the Sacrament ſhould be uſed Tightly. 

Firſt, T hat there is no other Oblation for the original Sin, as well as 
others, than the Death -of Chriſt only, which is proved by the Scripture 
in ſundry Places. For thus it 1s written in the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
That Chriſt aid ſanfify himſelf once, and hath done by it a Reconciliation 
for all Sins. It 18 an unheard of Newnels, to teach in the Churches, that 
Chriſt's Death ſhould be only the Reconciliation for the original Sin, and 
not for all other Sins : Therefore, we preſume, that every one will conceive, 
that ſuch an Error is not rejefted without Cauſe. 

Secondly, Paul teaches, That we reccive Grace before God by Faith, 
and not by Works, But againſt this, contradicts the Abuſe of the Maſs, 
if we think to receive Grace by it, to remove, or to take away Sins ; to 
receive Grace, and all Good from God, not only for the Prieſts, but 
alſo for the whole World, for Living and for Dead. 

Thirdly, The holy Sacrament 1s inſtituted, not to introduce by it a 
Sacrifice R Sin, (for the Oblation is made already,) but that our Faith 
might be excited and the Conſcience comforted, which are adminiſtred 
by the Sacrament, that Grace and Forgivneſs of Sin, is offered by Chriſt, 
and promiſed. Therefore requires this Sacrament, Faith, and is uſed 
to no purpoſe without Faith. 

And ſince the Maſs is no Sacrament, for Living and Dead to take away 
their Sins; but it ſhall be ban of the Savearvent to be received 
by the Prieſt and the People : Therefore we have this Cuſtom amongſt 
us, that, on Feaſt-Days or elſe where (if there are ſome deſiring the 
Sacrament of the Lord) it 1s given to thoſe, that deſire it. By Conſe- 
quence, remains by us the Maſs in its lawful Uſe, as it is uſed in the 
tormer Times in the Churches, which can be ſeen 1 Cor. xi, As well as 
in the Writings of the Fathers. Chry/oſtom ſays, that the Prieſt daily 
ſtands, and calls fone to the Lord's Table, and ſome he forbids to come, 
Alſo the old Canons ſhew, that one hath officiated, and the others, 
Prieſts and Deacons have received the Sacrament, For thus intimate the 
Words in the CazoneNiceno. The Deacons ſhall ordinary (decently) receive 
the: Sacrament after the Prieſts, from the Biſhop or Prieſt. 
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Whereas it now appears, that we havenot undertaken a Newneſs (No- 
vi/tiation) which never might have been in the Church; and whereas in the 
publick Maſs no notable Alteration 13 made, but the other unneedfuf 
Maſſes are fallen away, which by an Abuſe with the parochce Maſs 
crept in : We prelume, that by no Right, this Way of officiating the 
Maſs can be declared heretical or unchriltian, and condemned, For 
even in great Churches in former Times, where abundance of People 
was, there hath not been kept daily Maſs : Alſo on thoſe Days, when 
the Congregations met, as Hiſtoria Tripartita ſhews, Lib. 9. that In 
Alexandria on Wedneſday and Friday, the Scripture hath been read, and 
explained, and the whole Worſhip officiated without Maſs. 


REI CLE XAV. 
Of the Confeſhon, and Abſclution, 


The Confefion 1s not abrogated by our Preachers ; for we hold thi 
Cuſtom, to give the Sacrament to none who hath not duly confeſled; 
and before he 1s ablolved, 

[In the mean Iime 1s the People induſftriouſly inſtrufted how com- 
{lortable the Word of Abſoiution 1s, and how reverently it ought to be 
regarded : For it is not the Voice or Word of Men, but the Word: of 
God, that ablolves and pardons the Sins, ſince it 1s ſpoken inſtead*&f 
God, according to his Word. We incultate and teach with the greateſt 
I nc uſtry, to ſhew, how needful and comfortable this Power of the Kees 
IS "Mt the terrified Conſciences, And allo we teach, how God requireth to 
believe the Abſolution, none Jeſs, as if we did hear the Voice from 
Heaven, and to be comforted thereby, knowing that by ſuch Faith we 
receive the RemmiſNon of Sins. In former Times the Preachers did not 
mention one ſingle Word of theſe Points : but made it their Buſineſs to 
terrify the Conlciences with a long Account of Sins, with Satisfactions, 
with Abſtinence, with Pilgrimage and Procefſions, &r. And many of 

Our Antagoniits own themſelves, that many amongſt us aid write more 
Orthodox of the true Chriſtian Repentance, tnan it had been done Jong, 
before. For we teach of the Confeſſion thus : That none ſhould be 
forced ,to teil the Sins by their Names : For ſuch a Thing 1s inpoſlible, 
xs the Pſalmiſt ſays, Who knows how often he {ins. Feremiab faid, J/bo 
can ſearch it, The miſerable human Nature is penetrated by fin ſo d deep, 


- that we can't ſee or know them all. And it would be of a very ſmall 


Benet to us, if we only ſhould be abſolved of them Sins, we Know, 
Ic 15 theretore unnecelary to inſiſt upon telling all Sins by their Names, 
Ana tits hata been the Cuſtom of thelFathers, ſince we a Difiini. 1. 
Poeni:cntia, where the Words of Chr y/oſtem are alledged, ſaying, © 1 
don't pretend that you ſhould proſtitute yourſelves Sully, Or tO 
accul2 and cive 1 yourſelves publickly up guilty to ogaers. z,/bur obey the 
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Prophet, ſaying, Confeſs unto the Lord thy Ways. Therefore confeſs 
your Sins unto God the true Judge, m your Prayers, and dont ſay your 
Sins with your Tongue, but in your Conſcience.” Here it 1s evident, 
that Chry/oſtom doth not require or force to tell the Sins Names. In the 
ſame Way teaches the Glofſa in Decretis de Poenitentia Diftine?, 2, 
© That the Confeſſion is not expreſly commanded in the Word, but 
inſtituted by the Church : Notwithſtanding our Mninſters of the Goſpel 
teach and inſtruct diligently, that the Confeſſion, for .Ablolutions fake, 
which is the moſt chiet and principal in the|Contefſion, in order to com- 
fort the burthened Conſciences, and for other Reaſons, 1s to be preſerved 
and kept up. 


ARTICLE AXYL 


Of the Difference of Meat. 


In former Times, they have preached and written, that the Dit- 
terence of ViEtuals, and ſuch-like Traditions, ordained by Men, ſerve to 
obtain Mercy, to merit Grace, and to make SatisfaCtion for their Sins : 
Upon this Foundation, have they daily invented new Faſt Days, new 
Ceremonies, and new Orders ; and preſs*d ſtrong and hard upon thele 
Inventions, as if they were meritorious before God, to obtain Grace, it 
tney obſerve them; but the Tranſerefſors would commit great Sins, it 
they neglected them, which was the Offspring of great Errors in the 
Church. 

Firſt, Through theſe Inventions are the Grace by Chriſt, and the 
Doctrine by Faith, darkened, which the holy Goſpel, with great Sincerity 
preaches, and ſtrongly preſſes, that the Sufferings and Merits of Chriſt 
only, ſhould be eſteemed by us, high and precious, that to believe in 
Chriſt, ſhould far exceed all Works and human Inventions : Therefore, 
has St, Paul wrote with great Warmth, againſt the Laws and Inſtitu- 
tions of Men ; and taught that we, through Works, could not be accep- 
table before God, but only through Faith in Chriſt, that we only receive 
Mercy through Chriſt. This Article of Faith, is quite darkened, and blat- 
ted out by their Inſtitutions, ſince they taught that we ſhould receive 
Mercy through good Works, by faſting, with Deference to Meat and 
Clothing, &c. 

Secondly, Such Inſtitutions have darkened the Commandments of - the 
Lord, tor their Inſtitutions were preferred before the Lord's. 'T his was 
only believed by them to hz the Chriſtian Life, to keep the holy Davs, 
to pray, to clothe themſelves as they had invented. | 

Therefore, they accounted other neceſſary good Works, for worldly, 
ungodly, er unneceſſary Buſineſs ; as, what every Body, according to his 
Cailing, was obliged to do; 7. e. that a Man ſhould be obliged to work 
tor the Maintenance of his Family, and to bring them up in the Fear of 
God, 
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God ; the Procreation and Education of Children ; the Government of 
Kings or Magiſtrates, &c. Such Commandments of the Lord, they cal- 
led a worldly and imperfect Work ; but their Traditions and Inſticutions, 
were boaſted and called by this fine Name, that fuch only were holy and 
pertect Works; and therefore, there is no End or Meaſure of new 
Inſtitutions, | 

Thirdly, Such Inſtitutions occaſioned great burthening in the Conſci- 
ence ; for, it was impoſſible to keep theſe Inſtitutions, ſince the People 
were kept in that Opinion, that theſe Inſtitutions were accounted needful to 
worſhip God. Gerſon writes, that many are fallen in Deſperation, and 
have killed themſelves, ſince they were not inſtructed in the Grace 
through Chriſt. For, we ſee by the Sommiſts and Divines, how they 
brought the Conſcience 1n Confuſion, who had undertaken to throw 
their Inſtitutions together, in one Uniform, to help Conſciences, did find 
ſo much Work therewith, that thereby all the needful and who)ſome 
Chriſtian Doctrine of more Weight ; as of Faith, of Comfort in Temp- 
tations, and ſuch hike, were quite forgot and negleted. Wherefore 
many true Chriſtians, in former T1mes, complained, that their Inſtitutions 
made great Contentions in the Church, and that the pious People, were 
thereby hindered of coming to the true Knowledge of Chriſt. Gerſon, 
and others, have greatly complained of it. Auguſtin diflik*d, that the 
Conſciences were fo tortured by their Inſtitutions; and gives theſe Inſtruc- 
tions, Not to keep them as needful to Salvation. Therefore, our Divines 
have been obliged, not out of Infolence, or to deſpiſe the ſpiritual Power; 
but have been m Conſcience, bound to ftake no Notice of the above- 
mentioned Errors, which are derived from their Inſtitutions, to teach 
againſt their Traditions : For the Goſpel requires, that we ſhould preach 
the Faith in Chriſt, in the Church, which can have. no Effect, if we are 
initructed to receive Grace by our own invented Inſtitutions, or good 
Works ; therefore do we teach, that we do not receive Grace by our 
own invented Inſtitutions, or good Works, to reconcile the Lord, or fatis- 
fy tor our Tranſgreſſions and Sins z wherefore theſe good Works ſhall 
not be look*d on, as if we ſerve God with them. "This we prove by 
the Scripture, Mat. xv. Chriſt defends his Diſciples, when they had 
tranſgreſled againſt their Inſtructions : But 7# vain they do worſhip me, 
teoching for Dofrines the Commandments of Men. vince our Saviour calls 
this a vain Worſhip, then it 1s not needful, but needleſs. And direQly 
a\ter this he ſaith, Net that which poeth into the Mouth aefileth a Man, 
but that wwhich cometh out of the Mcuth, this defileth a Man, Likewiſe, 


ſaith St, Paul, Rem. xiv. For, the Kingdom of God ts not Meat and 


Drink: And in. Cel. n. Let no Man therefore guage you im Ment or 10 
Drink, or in Reſpe& of holy Days, &c. And in the 4/5, lays St. Peter, 
hap. xv. Now, therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a Toke upon the 
ck of the Diſciples, which neither our Fathers, nor we were able to bear, 

but 
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but we believe, through the Grace of the Lerd Jeſus Chrift, wwe ſhall by 
ſaved. Here prohibits the Apoſtle Peter, that we ſhould not lay any 
Yoke upon the Conſciences with outward Ceremonies, be it of Mo/es, or 
any others. And, 1 Tim. Chap. iv. Such Inſtitutions are called a Doce 
trine from the Devil, to forbid to marry, and commanding to abſtain from 
Meat : For this is againſt the.Goſpe] or Doctrine of Chriſt, to make 
ſach Inſtitutions, or to oblige People to them ; as if they could receive 
Remiſſion of Sins through them, and as if no body could be a Chriſtian 
without keeping them. But they reflect upon us, as 1t we prohibited 
the Corre&tion and Diſcipline, as Fovinranus did ; but they will ind the 
contrary in our Writing ; for they always thought of the Croſfies which 
Chriſtians are obliged to. bear ; and this 1s the>only Challfement which 
Chriſtians are bound to bear, and not ſelt-invented Chaſtifements, T here- 
fore, we teach likewiſe, that every one 1s obhged to crucify his Body, with 
taſting, and other bodily Exercifes, that he gives no Ofttence, or Occa- 
fion to fin ; not that we, through ſuch Works, merit Mercy. This 
bodily Exerciſe ſhould not only be practiſed upon certain Days. but con- 

ſtantly ; as Chriſt ſpeaks, to take heed, leſt our Hearts be overcharged 
with Wantonneſs and Drunkenneſs ; and that the Devil 1s not to be caft 
out, but by Faſting and Prayers; ana St. Paul lays, He chaſtiſed his 
Beogy to bring it to Obedience: Whercby he directs, that he chaſtiſcd his 
Body, not to receive Grace thereby, but to keep the Body in Order, that 
he may be able to do what he is obliged to do, in his Bulineſs or Calling, 
therefore faſting is not prohibited 3 but not to make certain Days of 
Faſting from Meats, thereby to receive Mercy by it, for a Yoke of the 
Conſcience, Likewiſe do we keep many Ceremonies and Inſtitutions/; as 
Prayers, Songs, and Feaſts, &c. which ſerve to keep Orders in the 
Church : But our People are taught and inſtructed, that ſuch,cutward 
vervice deſerves not any Grace before God, and that they without 
charging the Conſcience; ſo that if any one neglefts them without Ot- 
tence, he don't thereby fin againſt his Conſcience, This Liberty in out- 
ward Ceremonies, have the Forefathers likewiſe kept :-For, in the Fal- 
tern Countries, they had not kept the Paſſover at the ſame Day or Tim 

when they kept it at Rewe ; and-when ſome People would take this, 2s 
it it was a Difſenſion or Schifm in the Church ; they are admoniſhed by 
others, that it was not needful in ſuch Cuſtoms to keep them. And Ira- 
mus ſays, that ſuch Inequality, in Ceremonies/ or Faſting, Con't break 
the Inequality in Faith : Likewiſe, DiJtinF 12, of ſuch Inequalities in 
human Inſtitutions, 15 wrote, that it is not againſt the Unity © in chriften- 
dom. And Tripartita Hiſt. Lib. 9g, draws together ſeveral unequal 
Church Conſtitutions and Cuſtoms, making a needful Chriſtianlike Ob- 
ſervation on it. The Apoſtle's Meaning has not been, to make Faſt- 
Days, or other Inſtitutions, but to preach Faith and Love. 


ARTICEHLE 


tit... co 


_—— ——— 


— 


84 
ARTICLE XXVI. 


Of the Cloyſter Vow 


To ſpeak of the Cloiſter Vows, it will be neceflary, Firſt, how they 
have been manag'd this Time ; what Sort of Oeconomy was kept in the 
Cloiſters ; and that therein daily, much Sins have been committed, not only 
againlt the Word of God, but likewiſe againſt the papiſtica] Laws. For, 
In ot. Auguſtin's lime, the Stations in the Cloiſter were free ; but after 
that, the true Modeſty. and Doctrine decayed. They have invented 
Cloiliter Vows, and therewith, as with a well-contriv*d Priſon, to erect 
the decaying Modeſty, Moreover, they have made OT by the Clot- 
[ter Vows, more Inſtitutions : And with fuch Yokes and Bondage, a 
great many were bound and charged, before they arriv*d to the Years of 
Ditcretion, 'I here are kkewile many Perſons, out of Ignorance, gone 1n- 
to the Cloiſter ; for, altho* they were not $00 YOURE, yet it:1l, they were 
I1 ot able to ſearch Into their own Abilities and Strength. All theſe bound 


nd brought under Yoke, were obliged to remain under this Yoke ; tho' 
the Pope's L aws vf ; ſet m any of them free: And 1t 1s more mfiſted upon 


1 the Women's Cloiſrer thin in Men' S, Where 1t ought to have been 
more ae move in the Worren's than in the Men's Cloiſter ; for the 


Women are called tne WEAKeT Veſſel, Theſe Hardſhips a great many 
pious People have auhk*'a , for they found, that the Boys and Girls, tor 


their Maintenence, were only brought into the Clouiſter : 'T hey I:kewile 
ſaw, what bad Ends, what Offence and Scandal, and what Heavineſs wn 
the Conſcience it occaſioned, And 2 great many People have complain'd, 


that they, in this hard Caſe, did not follow the Canons of the Church, 
They likewiſe have kad ſuch Opinion of the Cloitter Vows, which as. 1t 


is well known, ma! ny Monks have-diflik*d, who had a little Infight and 
Wit. For, they Gi bs acl, Ar the Cloiſter Vows was hke the Baptiſm. 
Andthat, by hving in the Cloiſter, a Body might receive Forgivneſs of 
hs and be nuſaticd thereby before the Lord. Yea, they added that, by 
living ina Cloitter, they &id wy and obtain not only the JulUbs: 1L1ON 
and Picty, but likewiſe kept, and fulfilled the Commandments and Orat- 


nations, which are contained in the Goſpel, and preferred the Cloiiter 
Vows unto the. Baptiſm. Likewille, taat we deſerved more by living 
within a Cloiſtery, than with all other Inſtitutions which. are ordamed by 


the Lord ; as, by being a Miniſter and Teacher, a Magiſtrate, or a Duke 
and T.ord ; all ſuchy, ordained 1n the Goſpel, by the Lord 1n their Cai, 
are done without ſclf=witted ſpiritual Service. All witich cannot be 
Qenied, for we find the \ſame in their Books; and above all, whoſo- 
ever 13 confined in the Cloiſters, learns but very little of Chriſt. 

In tormer | imes, there were crectcd S$cno0ols, AFL the ENIPLyUre 
and other \ rts have Def s taug! It, Wl ich were iervicealle to tne Chriliaen 
Church, in theCir loiſters ; fo tht, they took Cl and Bilhops cut 
Of 
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of them. But at preſent, it is quite otherways ; for, in former Times, 

they did meet in the/Cloiſters, for this Reaſon, that they were inſtructed 

in the Scriptures. /At preſent, they ſay and teach, that, by living in a 

Cloiſter, they may merit the Grace of God, and hve uprigit therein 

before God : Yea, it is a State of Perfection, and preter 1t above all the 

Commands made by God. This 1s therefore mentioned, (without the 
leaſt Diſreſpe&) that every one may ſee and underſtand what, and how 
our Miniſters teach. Firſt, They teach by us, of them which are going 
tobe married; ſo that all which are not able or inciined to live ſingle, 

have Power and Right to be lawfully married.: For the Vows are not 
able/to break the Inſtitutions of God. Now are the Commandments of 
God ; 1 Cor. vii. To avoid Formcation, let every Man have his won 
Wife, and let every Woman have her own Huſband. T hereunto obliges 
and forces, not only the Lord's Commands, but likewiſe God's Creatures 
and Inſtitution, all them,” who, without ſpecial Grace, with the Gift of 
Chaſtity, are indowed : As the Lord himſelf ſays, Ger. n. 18. 1! is not 
good that the Man ſhould be alone, I will make him an Help-meet for hjm, 
W herewith can they contradia this? They may praiſe their Cloiſter 
Vows as high as they pleaſe, and hold them as great as they will, ſo they 
cannot force thereout, that the Lord's Commandments are thereby broke, 
T helearned DoCtors ſay, that the Vows againſt the Pope's Laws, ſtand 
in no Force ; much leſs ſhould this ſtand in Force againſt the Laws of 
God. The Diſpenſations of the Pope ſhews, and muſt ſhew, that the 
Obligations to the Cloiſter can be diſanulled z but not the Duties derived 
from the Word 'of God. For this Reaſon, the Popes have well conſidered, 
that in this Duty, an Equality ought to be uled, and have often given 
their Diſpenſations ; as to the King of Arragen, and leveral others, 

New if they could diſpenſate in Caſes belonging to the Conſervation 
of temporal Things, how much more ſhould they dilpenſate in the Soul's 
Concern, Further, why do our Antagoniſts ſtand ſo hard upon tic 
Performance of Vows, and do not conſider firſt, whether they are 
lawfully done? For a Vow muſt be in a free Caſe willingly and not 
forced. But whether an everlaſting Continence or Chaſlneſs Jays in the 
Power of Men, is known very well : And there are but few of both 
Sexs, that have vowed a Cloiſter Vow willingly, and with a due Con- 
ſideration. Before ever they come to their Years of Diſcretion, they are 
perſuaded to Cloiſter Vows, and often are they forced to it. Therefore 
It is not lawful to diſpute and argue in ſuch a rigorous Manner of the 
Duty of a Vow, ince every one muſt own, that it 15s againſt the very 
Nature of the Vows to vow ſome Things unwilling:ty, without good 
Advice and Prudence. 

Some Canons and Papiftical Laws difanul all Vows done or mace 
before the Fifteenth Year of Age. For they ſuppote, that before ſuch 
Age, a Man or Woman uncapable to rclolve how to tranſact all his 
Life-time. Another 
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Another Canon indulges human Frailty, forbidding a Cloiſter Vow 
before the Eighteenth Year. 

By theſe the greateſt Part can take an Excuſe to quit the Cloiſter, for 
they came to it, for the greateſt Partin their Childhood, &c, And, finally, 
if the breaking of the Cloiſter's Vow ſhould reprove, it doth not follow 
that their Matrimony can be divorced, For St. Auguſtin ſays, 27. g. 
cap. I. Nuptiarum, that ſuch a Marriage muſt not be diſſolved. Now 
the Authority in the Chriſtian Church is great, though ſome afterwards 
did hold to the contrary, Howbeit, now the Word of God about 
Matrimony hath diſpenſated and cleared free from the Cloiſter*s Vows : 
We can ſtill alledge more Arguments, why ſuch Vows are unlawful and 
irrational, For all Worſhip found out by Men, without the Command 
of God, 1s againſt God and his Commands, as Chriſt ſays, Mat, xv. 
[n vain do they worſhip me, teaching for Defrines the Commandments 
of Men. Thus Paulteaches every where, that we mult not feek Righteouſ- 
neſs by our Works, and worſhip Inventions of Men ; but that the 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs before God, cometh forth by true Faith in 
Confidende.w God ; believing that God, will accept and receive us by his 
Grace in Chrilt Jeſus tis only Son. 

It is clear and evident, that the Monks have taught and preached, 
that the fictitious Spirituality 1magined, aid atone before God, merit Grace, 
and Righteouſnels : 'T his 1s nothing elfe than to diminiſh the Price and 
Honour of Chriſt's Merits, and to deny -the-Righteouſneſs of Faith. 
Hence it follows, that ſuch uſual Vows and Worſhip have been unlaw- 
ful, and a falſe Worſhip, and are alſo irrational. For the Vow of a wicked 
Perſon, and done without a Command of God, 1s void, and irrational, aCs 
cording to the Canons, ſetting forth, that the Oath, ſhall not be a Bondage 


to Sin. Paul ſays to the Galatians v. Chriſt is become of no effett unto. 
you : Wheſcever of you are juſtified by the Law, ye are fallen from Grace. 


Thercfore alſo them, deſiring to be juſtified by their Vows, fall from 
Chriſt, and the Grace of God : For they bereave Chriſt of his Honour, 
juitifying alone, and give ſuch Honour to their Cloiſters Vows. 

It can alſo not-be denied, that the Monks have taught and preached, 
that they are juſtified by their Vows, and their hiving in the Cloiſter, 
and that they merit the Forgivneſs of Sins; yea, they pretend ſtill Things 
of a greater Impudence, ſaying, that they could communicate their 
good Works unto others. If now a Body would undertake to make 
uſe of ſuch Things, and publiſh them to the World, what commical 
Doctrines would appear, whereof now, even the Monks themſelves are 
aſh:zmed, and will not be guilty thereof. By all this they would per- 
ſuade the World, that a fictirtous Spirituality was-a fpiritual Eſtate, and 
the Eſtate of Chriſtian PerfeE&tion. Is this not to boaſt of Works in 
Orier ro be juſtifiect by them ? It is not a ſmall Scandal in the Chriſtian 
Church to impulſe upon the People with tuch a Worſhip ;. teaching, that 
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' by a Worſhip, mvented by Men, without the Command of God, Men 
ſhould be rendered innocent and righteous before God, For the Rightouſe- 
neis of Faith, which ought to be moſt chiefly worked upon in the Churches, 
is darkned by it, it People 1s deluded and blinded in their Eyes with ſuch 
a ſtrange angelical Spirituality of Poverty, Humility, and Chalſtnels -; 
yea the Commands of God, and the true Worſhip of God 1s corrupted, 
if common People hears, that only the Monks ſhould hve in an Eſtate of 
Perfe&tion : For the true Chriſtian PerfeCtion is, that we fearGod heartily 
and ſeriouſly, and in the mean Time have this Confidence and Reliance 
by Faith, that we enjoy a merciful and gracious God for Chriſt's Sake, 
having the Liberty to pray and to aſk of God, what we want, looking 
for Aſſiſtance in our Diſtreſſes, in every Station and Calling : And that 
we forget not to do outwardly good Works, following our Calling-faith- 
fully : This 1s true Perfeftion, but not a gray or black Cap, &c. 

But common People conceives many falſe Opinions by the falſe Glory 
of the Life in the Cloiſters, For if they hear Virginity praiſed beyond 
Meaſure, it follows, - that they enter into the matrimonial Eitate, with a 
troubled Conſcience ; For if common People hear, that the beggar 
Monks ſhall be alone perfe&t, they don't know*whether they may pollcls 
their Goods lawfully, If they hear that it 1s only an Advice, not to 
ſeek Revenge, they will preſume, they can exerciſe Revenge without to 


e in Commiſſion. Some 1magine, that neitner Revenge or Magiſtratcs 
1s conſiſting with the Chriſtendom. 

We have many Inſtances alſo, that ſome Women and Children have 

left their Station, and. went into the Cloiſters : And this ſhould be, as 


they ſay, to flee from the World, and to ſeek a Way of Life more 
pleaſing to God, than the Life of others (living in the r Cllling. ) 


&RR--41-C24-E&---AAV I. 
Of the Power of Biſhops. 


There hath been much Writings in old Times of the Power of the 
Biſhops in many Reſpects : Some have irrationally confounded, (or mixed,) 
the Epiſcopal Power and the Wordly Sword, and by theſe unhappy 
Confuſtons, many great Wars and Rebellions did arife, fpring up. } 
Whence the Biſhops, under tie Fretext of the Power given them by 
Chriſt, have not only erefted a new Sort of Worſhip, and with Reſerva- 
tion of ſome Caſes, they have violently overcharged the Cenſciences ; 
Yea, they have allo untertaken to introdutt Kings, Princes and Empe= 
rors, and to diſcharge them again : Which impudent Undertaking, hath 
been long ago, reproved by many learned and Chriſtian People. 

Therefore, our Party hath bcen forced to the Comfort of the Con- 
ſcience, to ſhew the Diſtin&tion between ine ſpiritual and temporal Power, 
between Sword and Authority : And taught, that thele two Crainances 
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and Governments, for the Sake of God's Commands, are to be honoured 
and [raeeooer with all due Reſpect, as two of the greateſt Gifts of the 
Lord, 

Now our People teaches thus, that the Power of the Kees. or the 
Biſhops (according to the Goſpel) is the Power and Command of God, 
to preach the Goſpel, to pardon or retain the Sms, and to adminiſter the 
$acraments. For Chriſt did ſend his Apoſtles with thrs Commillion ; As 


my Father hath ſent me, ſo have I ſent you. Receive ye the Holy Gboſi.. 


IV hoſe ſoever Sins ye remit, they are remiticd unto them ; and whoſe ſoever 
Sins ye retain, they are retained. The fame Power of the Biſhops, 13 
only exerciſed and praCtifed by the preaching the Word of God, and the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacrament, as alſo by-laying up the Hands : For 
by ſuch Means are not given bodily, but eternal Things and Gifts ; name- 
ly, eternal Righteouſneſs, the Holy Ghoſt, and eternal Life. Theſe 
Goods can't be received but by the preaching the Word of God, and the 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments. For Paul ſays, The Goſpel is the Power 
of God unto Salvation, to every one that believeth. - Since now the Power 
of the Church, or the Biſhops, gives eternal Goods (Benefits) and this 
by the Office of Preaching the Word of God, it hinders or 1ncroaches 
pot the political or worldly Government. For the politicial Government 
hath entirely other Obje&ts, 'as the Goſpel, whoſe Power cloth not 
defend or prote&t the Soul, butthe Body and Goods againſt outward 
Violence, by the Sword, or bodily Puniſhment. 

Therefore, the two Governments, tne Temporal and Spiritual, are 
ot to be mixed into one another : For the Spiritual hath its Commands 
to preach the Goſpel, and to adminiſter the Sacraments ; and hath no 
Power to incroach on a ſtrange Office, nor to eſtabliſh Kings, nor to du- 
chargethem : Nor hath the ſpiritual Government, Power to reſiſt temporal 
Laws of the Magiſtrates, or to abrogate-or break them, nor to make 
Laws unto the temporal Fower, as Chriſt himſelf hath ſaid, My Kingaom 
is not of this World. Item. Who has ordained ms a Fudge between you. 
And, Eph. iii. Our Converſation is in Heaven. 2 Cor. x. For the Wea- 
pons of our Warfere are not carnal, but mighty, through God, to the put- 
ling down of ſrrong Holds, caſting drown Imaginations, and every high 
Thing that exalts itſelf againſt tbe Knowledge of God, ana bringing into 
Captivity every Thought, to the Obedience of Chriſt. | 

And this is the Way our Party (or People) diſtinguiſhes the two E1- 
tates ; and that they muſt be both honoured as the oreateſt Gifts of God 
upon Earth, And if there are ſome Biſhops, having the temporal Go- 
vernment and the Sword, they have it not as Biſhops, but by human um - 
perial Laws, as Gifts of Emperors and Kings, to the ruling their worldly 
Eſtates, and ir doth not belong to the Office of the Goſpel : Therefore, 


15 the E piſcopal Office by the divine Laws, conſtituted, to preach the 
Goſpel, to pardon (or declare) the FEgros of Sins, to decide Doc- 
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tfines, to rezect and condemn the Dodtrines contrary to the Goſpel, to 
exclude the wicked Ones, whoke Wick+dnels is publickly manifeſt, 
from the Chriſtian Congregation, without any human Power, but only 
by the Word of God. And in tuch Cafes are the Hearers and Churches 
obliged £0 ſubmit, as Chriſt fays, Luke x. Te that heareth you beareth 
we. But it they ſhould orclain or eſtabliſh any Thing contrary to the 
Goſpel, we have the Command of God, not to ſubmit or obey, Mat. 
vii. Bewore of falſe Prophets. Gal. i. But though we, or any Angel from 
Heawen, preach apy other Goſpel unto you, let kim be accurſed. 2,Cor.. 
tid. For tos can do nothing againſt the Trutb, but for the Truth. Item, 
Chrift hath given me Power to wend but not to defliroy. In the ſame Man- 
ner teaches the Law of Canonites, 2, 9, 7. C. Sacerdotes, And Chap. 
Qvres. Auguſtin in bis Epiſtle againſt Petilrancy, writes, He ſhall not obey 


the Riſbops, tho* they are lawfully choſen, if they err ;, or if they teach and. 


erdain any Thing againſt the Scriptures. 
That now at preſer,t the Fiſhops have Right ard Power to act 


in ſome Caſes by the Force of the Law, namely, about Marriage or. 
Tithe, is only by human Laws : But if they ſhould a& in ſuch Caſes. 
unlawful, it is the Duty of the Princes, (they may do it willingly or un- 


willogly) to procure ar to do Juſtice to their Subjefts, in Order to 
prevent Difcontent and Rebellion. *Tis alſo diſputed and queſtioned, 
whether the Biſhaps have a Right to- erect Ceremonies in the Church, 
about the Difference of Meat, about Feaſt Days, about the DiſtinRion 


i. the Ocders of the Clergy : They that aſcribe to the Biſhops theſe 


Powers, allege for their Proofs the Words of. Chriſt, John xvi. 12. [' 
have yet many Things to ſay unto you, but you cannet bear them now : 


Howheit, phen the Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you unto all 
Treth; They alledge alſo the Words, As, where they have forbidden 
the Blood, and to abſtain from the ſtrangled Things, They uſe likewiſe 
for their Proof, the Alteration of the Sabbath Day, which is done (as 


- they imagine) againſt the Ten Commands, and no Inſtance is more uſed 
' to prove their Opinion than theſe, deſiring 


to demonſtrate thereby, that 
the Power of the Church is great, ſince the diſpenſed about the Ten 
Commands, and made an Alteration therein. . | 


But our Party (People) teaches in this Queſtion thus, that the Biſhops 


Diſtintion. Now this is openly againſt the Word ard C 
God, to make Ordinances in View to ſatisfy by them for our 
merit Grace : For the Glory of Chriſt's Merits is thereby 
blafphemed, if we by fuch Ordinances undertake to merit Grate - 

allo maviteſt, that in theſe Reſpects unſpeakable Ordinances are intruded, 
and in the mean Time the Do&rine of Faith, and the Righteouſneſs by 


Faith, hath been ſuppreſſed, and kept under, It.is known, that moſt 


every 


hen 
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every Day, new Feaſt Days, new Feaſt Commands, new Ceremonies, 
new Adorations of the Saints have been inſtituted, in order to merit by 
ſuch works Grace, and all good Things from God. Jiem. Them that 
| eſtabliſh human Ordimances, aft by it againſt the Command of God, 


making more Sins in the Commands about Meat-Days and fuch like, &c. 

burthening Chriſtendom with the Bondage of the Laws, even as if there 

was or ſhould be amongit the Chriſtans ſuch a Worſhip, like the Levi- 

| tical CEconomy, which God ſhould have commanded unto the Apoftles 
| and the Prophets, to eſtabliſh ſuch Things, as ſome write thereof, - We 

} have good Reaſon to believe, that ſome Biſhops have been ſeduced: by 

| the Law of Moſes, which was the Offspring of ſo many unſpeakable 

| 

| 

| 


Ordinances, that it was a mortal Sin, if a Body was a Working with his 
Hands upon a Feaſt Day, (eſpecially when it was done withoat Deſign to 
give a Scandal toothers.) A mortal Sinit was, if a Body negle@ the ſeven 
| Times, (of reading and praying) that fome Meat ſhould ſpoil the Con- 
{ ſcience ; that feaſting ſhould be a Work of meriting Grace, or reconcile 
| God ; that the Sin in areſerved Caſe was not forgiven, the Re- 
{ ſerver of the Thing is ſpoken firſt, tho* the canonical Laws don't ſpeak 
of the Reſervation of the Guilt, bur of the Church Diſcipline, (or Puniſh- 
| ment.) And from whence have the Biſhops Power and Right to intrude 
{! ſuch Ordiaances unto Chriſtendom, or to intangle the: Confciences ; for 
|| Peter in the As, forbids, to put a Yoke upon the Neck of the Diſciples. 
|| And Paul ſays to the Corinthians, that wnto bim vas given the Power ts 
| mend, but not to deftroy : Why do they then multiply Sms by ſuch Infti- 
'1] tutionsz for we have plain Scripture Proofs, wherein it is forbidden to 
|| ere ſuch Ordinances in View to merit Grace, or as if they were needful 
|| to Salvation, Cl. ii, Let no Man therefore judge you in Meat or in 
reſpe# of an Holy- Day, or of the new Moon, or the Sabbath Days : 
| 1) bich are a Shadow of Things to come, but the Body is of Chriſt. Where- 
| fore if ye be dead with Chrift from the Radiments of the World; are yet 
ſubjeft to the Ordinances ? Touch not, tafte not ;, which all are 0d periff 
| <with the Uſing, after the Commandments and Dotirines of Mex Which 
|| Things have indeed a ſhow of Wiſdom. ' Item, Paut forbids plaimly,. 
1 Tim, i. Not to give Heed to Fables and DoB@rines of Men, winch ſeduce 
from the Truth. 03-14 | 
And thus Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks againſt them that drive Men to-human 
Deftrines, Let them alone, they are blind, and blind Teachers, and ref* 
petting their Worſhip, ſaying, Every Plant which" my heavenly Father 
bath not planted, fhall be rooted wp. 4 
If now the Biſhops have Power to burthen the Church with uaſ] 
Ordinances, and to intangie the Conſciences. : Why is it then ſo often. 
forbidden in the holy Records for Men to make Inſtitutions, and to hear 
them ? Why is it called a Doctrine of the: Devils ? Hath then the Holy 
Ghoſt admoniſhed it 1n vain ? | 


Theretore, 


.*4Pherefore, "fince ſuch Ordinances are ereed as if they were needfuh 


- nod I Viiew:/to- receive 2 
for-a-needfubW arſhip of 'God,: even as if they, who break them without 
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God therewith; and to'merit Grace, and are contrary tothe 
23" doth. not become. the Biſhops by no Means to.intrude ſuch: 

nps by: Force'and Power © For the Doftrine of the Chriſtian Liberty 
maſt be" ed: m the Chriſtianity, namely, that the Servantſhip (or 
Servitude) of the. Law, is not neceſſary to the Juſtification, whereof Paul 
x erg Gal. V. Stand "faſt therefore in the Liberty wherewith Chrift bath 
_ ; and be not intangled again with the Yoke of. Bondage. For 
chief Anicle of the Goſpel muſt be preferred before ahy, 'wid: , 
ee we receive Grace by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus without our Merits, anc 
not to-merit it by: a Worſhip inſtituted by Men. 

"What ſhy ſhall we think or-ſay then of the Sunday, or ſuch like Churcl 
Ordinances? As for this, our: Party (or People) anſwer thus, That the . 
Biſhop-:or Paſtors may appoint Ordinances- to hinder all Diſorders, but 

ve ht Grace'of God thereby, or to ſatisfy for our 


Sins therewith, - nor” ro: bind | the Conſciences, or to hold all-ſuch Things 


a Scandal, ſhonid commir- Sins -Thus ordained Paul to the Corinthians, 
Thatfc Women'in the Chyrth ſhould cover their Heads * Alſo, that- 
the Miniſters motſpcak all. aponce in the Church, but orderly, 


on erehooxer < 

"ought- A Chiriſtian Church. to preſerve to omote 
Peace aft Unity; and to obey the Biſhops and Paſtors in this Reſpet, 
thar-6ne-dbth/ not ys = other, leaſt-in the Churches ſome Diſorder; 
pop npiemarnn But ſoythat- the Conſciencesdon't get burthened. 


were: needful to Salvation, or. as. if they, that break; 
, did a Sin ; »fince no Body. 


any 
ing ts. the Church with an ubcovered Fiend; an 
Honlanies.a Sin; N26 
iſe A the Ordinance ' of the Lord's Day, of -the Faſter 
, of the'Pinxter. Feaſts, 'and ſuch like Feaſt Days, and Cuſ- 
thorns.” But thofe who think: that the Ordinance of the Lord's: 's needfully; 
the SabbatirDay, they err greatly : For the holy Scripture 

has:abtojgated the Sabbath, Jo levens, that all the Ceremonics of the: 01d 
Law; according to the Revelation of the Goſpel, muſt” be let alone ; 
et while it has:been needful-to- appoint a certain Day, that the 
"muſt «meet together, thus the Catholick 
inted for it the Lord's Day. And to this Alteration 
they have been ſo much the more-inclin'd, to give a Patron of the. 
Chriſtian Liberty, to let us know, that neither the keeping of the-Sabbath 
Day, » of of -any other Day is needful. 

-:/There'are many uſeleſs Diſputes concerning the Alkeration of the Law, 
cokcetning the Ceremonies of. the New Teſtament, and concerning the 
hs 04S of the Sabbath ; all which have proceeded: out. of a falle and 


and*: 
People: might know when: they. 


ETrONEQUS 


erroneous Meaning, as if we muſt have ſuch a Re inthe Chriſten+ 
dom, which was like-unto the Levitiſh or Fetwiſb Religion, and as if Jeſus 
ſhould have commanded the Apoſtles and Biſhops to invetit 'new Cere: 
monies, which were neceſſary to Salvation. © The ſame Errors have-crept 
1] in the Chriſtendom, ſince we have' not learnt and preach'd the Righte- 

| ouineſs of the Faith pure and found. Some diſpute likewiſe concerning 
1 the Lord's Day, that we. muſt. keep” it, although not- out of a divine 
Right, and put Reſtriftions how far we may labour upon ſolemn-Feaft 
Days. . But what are ſuch Diſputes otherwiſe, - than Snares of the Cons 
ſciences ?+ Bor although they themſelves” undertake to indulge human 
Inſtitutions, 'yet we can't get no Mitigation- or Diſpenſation, . as' long as 
that meaning ſtays and remains, that they ſhould be neceflary. Now 


* 


the fame Meaning edge of the 'Righte- 


thrown by ſuch Inſtitutions;* + 
We k 


The Members of our Church, do not pretend, that, the-Biſtrops ſkould 
make Peace and Unity againſt: their Hanour - and Dignity, (or to-hurt 
their Honour and Dignity) although it was becoming in a:Caſe of Neceſſity 
to do ſuch Things ; but their only Defire is, to-quit ſome wfatjonabls 


Burthens, which informer Times never have been received inthe Church, - 
| againſt the Cuſlom of. the Catholick- Church,” . which: iperhap$\in-the - 
Beginning hath had ſome Reaſons for it, but they won't ſyit:our Times, | 


as being not conſiſtent with it. 


And it cannot he denied by no Means, that ſome Ceremonies have - 


beea introduced without Reaſon ; therefore the Biſhops aught to > 
mes. 
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- Church; for many Inſtitutions ordained by Men, fell by the Progreſs 
of Time by themſelves, and are- Hot neceflary, as the Papiſtical Canons 


\Or mitigat 


' proves plainly, that they have no Power to neceſſitate Churches to what 
they pleaſe. But now our Intention is not to diminiſh or to take away 


Power from the Biſhops, 
UTORRSS : Butif 


«this our Petition, they may fee how they will anſwer God for it, ſince by 


[ 30 ] 
kind, to diſpeoſate; or mitigate ſuch Ceremonies, ſince ſuch an Alteration 
would not be an Impediment to entertain Peace and Unity in the Chriſtian 


witneſs themſelves, But if it is impoſſible to prevail upon them to quit 
e ſome Ordinance, which without Sin cannot be kept, we are 
obliged to folow the Rule of the Apoſtles, We ought to obey God rather 


than Men. 


The Apoſtles forbids the Biſhops to uſe Force or Dominion, which 


but our Meaning and Deſire is not to force 


they will not conſent to that, and contemn 


sigorous Proceedings they will give an Occaſion to Diflenfions and 


Schiſm, which they 


Jr - ve 


ought to prevent by all Means. 
| Conclufion of theſe ARTICLES. 
- Theſe are the chief Articles, whereof we thought, that there was 


FSme Diſpute about it. For, though we might here alledge many 


Abuſes and Diſorders, we have given only an Account of the moſt 


notorious to eſcape Prolixity ; and of them we left out, may be given 


the ſame Judgment : For in former Times, there hath been a great 


/ laint about or agamſt me Bamihment. -* 
the Fridlts have had an endleſs Quarrel with the Monks about 
the Confeflion and Abfolution, Burial, funeral Sermons, and unf; ly 
more : And ſuch we paſs with a good View to e their Honour, 
Ec. in Order to ſet the chief Articles into a clearer Light, that any one 
may Judge thereof the better. No Body muſt think, that any Thing 
hatred or in View to diſhonour any Body ; but the needful 
only alledged to ſhew the clearer, that by us is nothing 
received in Doctrine or Ceremonies contrary to the Holy Scripture, or 
Catholick Church. For it is clear and evident, that we by the Grace of 
God, have done our utmoſt Endeavour, that no new or erroneous 
Dofrine might creep in or prevail, Theſe abovementioned Articles are 
delivered according to the Proclamation, to ſhew our Confeſſion and 
Articles of Faith : And if there might be ſome wanting the Knowledge 
thereof, we offer our Service to give a larger Inſtruftion, acccording to 
the holy Word of God. | 


 N. B. It was ſubſcribed by the Eletors and Princes, Gr. mentioned 
in the Beginning. | 
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, muff acknowledge, that my tyranmni Goff of P 
wy a falling 


bere, but to beſeech yur. to corrett the few Faults — 1 
tranſlattn 9 printing, which" eſta 


Love an 


Fault in ky boly Word of Gad, and for 
The private 


New-YoRKC, the 
11th, Nov. 1755: 


Kind Reader, 


EHOLD the lng Pen, whereof Dr. MAarTin LuTata 
dreamed once, that he. bad a Pen reaching to Rome, tv the 
| Pope's Miter, wherewith he throwed of his Miter z I mean' the 
| Gonfeſſion delivered by the Lutheran Princes at Auſbourg- to the 
Emperor CHARLes V. Every Reader bein 
Hiſtory before the Reformation, 


and the bHefſed Con 


equences follewing 


till now... Kind Reader, I have nothing 


Readers that wil 


il. 


find Fault, will even 


I remain; 


Kind Reader, 
Your willing Servant, 


In the Lord, 


4 


JOHN. ALBERT WEYGAND,) 


Minifter of the Goſpel in the 61d Luther 
Church in New-York, and Hackenſack, 


acqutinted with the 
d my Sight, according ts 


fuck 1 have no Advice. 
Opini ons Y the Author of the Sermons, no candid : 
Reader will *aſerite t0 tbe boly Evengelical Church, as their, 
Articles of Faith. 
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Kind Reader, | 


BEHOLD the long Pen, whereof Dr. MArTin LuTata 
dreamed once, that he. bad a Pen reaching to Rome, tv the 

Pope's Miter, wherewith be throwed: of his Miter z I mean' the 
Gonfeſfion delivered by the Lutheran Princes at Auſbourg- to the 
| Emperor CuaRLes V. Every Reader being acquiinted with the 

Hiſtory before the Reformation, ang the Wiefed Wo ya follewing 
f , muſt acknowledge, that the tyranmcal Slavery of P 
hath been a falling till now.. Kind Reader, I have nothing to 
bere, but to beſeech yuu. to corref# the few Faults committed is 
tranſlating and printing, which” eſcaped my Sight, according ts 
Love and Truth, Readers that will find Fault, will even find* 
Fault in the holy Word of God, and for ſuch, I have no Advice. 
The private Opinions of the Author of the Sermons, no candid * 
Reader will "aſeribe #0 the. boly Evangelical Church, as their; 
Articles of Faith. | 
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I remain; 


Kind Reader, 


Your willing Servant, 
New-YoRr, the 


11th, Nov. 1755: In the Lord, Þ 


JOHN. ALBERT WEYGAND,, ; 


Miniſter of the Goſpel in the old Lutherdh qd 
Church in New-York, and Hackenſack, | 


— .. 


O_— — - add _ _ ” ” _ — n 
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Page 17, Line 12, Inſtead of paſs, read, can ſhew his Preſence, 
Page 18, Line 37, for ſeeking, read, ſecing his Face. Page 26, Line 
* 27, tocleanſe the Good, may be counted to the 'private Opinions of 
the Author, Page 26, Line 41, for Michael, read, Micha. Page 29, 
Line'24,- for to ſent, read, to have ſent in Time. Page go, Line 12, 


by. the Words, in its Efſerice, add, tho? not ſeparated'from the Eſſence , 
of, the: Son and-+the. holy Ghoſt. - Page 30, Line 39, by the Words, 
but alone in Regard, -leave alone out. - Page 37, Line 22, by the Word 
ten 


D out tex. Page 523, Line 26, for the God, read, to 
God, Page 523, 2»by the Word unalterable, add, Good. Page 
, Line342, for pardon the Holy, rcad, regard the Holy. Page 59. 
43, by the Word all, add, by Nature, Page 116, Line 17, by 
> Word againft, leave out ft. Pape 119, Line 6, for mocpleated, 
neat} compleated:" Page, 120, Line J, Tor Teac ing, read, deceiving, 
Page 124-: Line 22, for faithfulneſs, read, Fullneſs. 145, Line 23, 
for external, cad, eternal. Page 147, Line 17, for » * read, God. 
_ Page 147,-Line 42, for Ejection, read, R ion, Page 156, Line 
42, by the Word Nothing, add, ſhould be done. Page 161, Line 38, 
by - the Words _t cc Praſinn, add, whith beeerrc-one, but are one 
from. . Page 16r, Line 41, for live, read, Life. Page 168, 
Line 29, by the Word Three, add, of the three Offices. Page 180, 
Line 17, for circumciſed, read, crucified. Page 134, Line 25, by the 
Word out, add, in this World, in the Articles of Juſtification. 


Note, That the Pages are wrong folio'd from Page 210. 


Errata in the AUsBOURGH CONFESSION. 


Page 3, Line 1g, read Manichei. Page 3, Line 30, for another 
Set, read, and other Sets. Page 5, Line 9, read after the Word God (:) 
inſtead of (.) Page 7, Line 2, for ſtengthening, read, ſtrengthening, 
Page 8, Line 31, for implaned, read, implanted. Page 9g, Line 28, 


fox hath,- read, Have. Page 124. in undermoiſt Line, by the Word Car- 
7s dindl; add, Couſarius,” arid being abrogated, kave out. Page 17, Line 
6 for Paroche, read, Parochie. w SE ' 
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